R\ U/\f
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DCE SITE DESCRIPTION PROJECT DESCRIPTION W DISCUSSION/IMPLICATIONS

* VILLA ESPERANZA SERVICES (VES) is a unique non-profit service PURPOSE Enhance paraprofessional and teacher PROGRAM STRUCTURE Participants completed ALIGNING QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE DATA

provider that serves individuals and families with intellectual and knowledge of sensory integration and processing a pre/post-survey, a five-hour sensory training, . Significant improvement in participants' perception of sensory diet
disorders, providing practical strategies for including topics on “Sensory Fundamentals,”

ﬂ supporting students with special needs in school “Sensory Equipment Lab,” “Carrying Out Sensory , , ¢ ¢ |
Mission Statement: “To provide love, care, and hope for ESPILRANZA settings. Diets,” and “Classroom Collaboration Meetings” reintroduction of sensory fundamentals

children adults and seniors with intellectual and SERVICES and post-intervention interviews e Qualitative findings highlighted the positive influence of resource
' ' LEARNING OBJECTIVES accessibility on decision-making processes, reinforcing the practical

. . 1.Sensory Program Development and PARTICIPANTS 30 participants (23 significance of intervention components aimed at enhancing resource
a transformative environment to empower Implementation paraprofessionals, three lead paraprofessionals, accessibility

neurodivergent individuals to reach their fullest 2. Program Evaluation and four teachers) employed at Villa Esperanza

potential and lead fulfilling lives” (VES, 2022) b pehemeee) Clniee] Prasties ik seinel ol e 20282004 geaeemle e IMPLICATIONS FOR FUTURE INTERVENTION:
e Integration of quantitative and qualitative data offers a comprehensive

SUMMARY OF NEEDS ASSESSMENT PROJECT OUTCOMES understanding of intervention effectiveness and implications.

e Findings suggest areas for improvement, such as refining intervention
QUANTITATIVE FINDINGS QUALITATIVE FINDINGS : ) : ..
strategies and providing ongoing training to address sensory needs
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developmental disorders throughout the lifespan VII T A effectiveness corresponded with qualitative themes emphasizing the

developmental disabilities and their families. We create

1. Establishment of student transitional curriculum from Villa Esperanza School
2.Improve standards of practice to support students within the classroom
3. Development of curriculum for onboard paraprofessional training ;
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forget. A lot of the information you gave . . . .
brought it back to the forefront of my mind." To my family and friends, professors, cohort, and Villa Esperanza Occupational
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COMMON THEMES

e Studies stress the need for defined job descriptions/roles, training, and e reention Mean 5 Postntenenton ean . : , D
supervision for paraprofessionals ianpeciaI edpucation ' & T r—" .|mP|r°Ved Decision-Making and N success to the collective efforts and contributions of each of you. You all have
Note. Likert-Scale Key: 1 = Strongly Agree, 2 = Agree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Disagree, 5 = Strongly Disagree. Ratlona e Due to Resource ACCQSSlbl |ty played a Crucial role in my academic and personal development, and I WOUId

( Mason et al., 2021; Zobell & Hwang, 2020) Statiotieally Sianitanes ‘. be where | +h | J +ude for bei :
e Specialized sensory-based training and professional development for P S L L "It [sensory information and diets] gives me not be where | am without you. | express my deepest gratitude 1or being part o
. . e Perceived Sensory Diet Effectiveness (6) ¢ th when I'm telling th th my occupational therapy journey. We did it!
paraprofessionals can improve student performance e Knowledge of Seven or More Sensory TS SRSl B L U] e [the
instructional aides] the reasons for why

Brock et al., 2021; Stockall, 2014; Quinn et al., 2022; Wild & Steeley, 2018 Strategies (11) .
( f B | Y ) Apprc;:cef?ilneéS Statistical Significance: tiess swelznis neeel diat. lnings eie & ot DE LIVE RABLE PRODUCTS

easier with the information and what you

LITERATURE GAPS e Using Sensory Strategies as Initial gave us."
Response(10)

e Limited research on sensory-based training, small sample sizes, and Positive Changes Post-Intervention:

challenges of isolating variables urging further research in education e Sensory Knowledge Self-Efficacy (1)
e Understanding Student-Specific

LEARN I NG OBJ ECTIVES . gz:zgz Bliest(fd(ﬁgrence (3) "I didn't know how to do that [specific

sensory interventions] before... | have the
confidence to be able to use them [the

Mixed results were observed in other areas, sensory tools] and would like more
.Implement and evaluate the effectiveness of the program ti for furth
0 prog suggesting room for further program [opportunities] to learn more. " SCHOLARLY EVALUATION REFERENCES

.Develop advanced practice skills in school-based pediatrics refinement. DELIVERABLES DELIVERABLES

Need for Further Training in
Sensory-Based Information

.Develop a sensory-based paraprofessional and teacher training program




