
Every detail of West Coast 
University’s campuses is designed 
to create a rich experience and 
sense of place that stimulates 
student learning and supports 
academic excellence. When 
students enter a West Coast 
University campus they experience 
an inviting, vibrant, and welcoming 
environment. 

Executive Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, David A. Pyle, has 
an unparalleled commitment 
to creating and maintaining 
meticulously engineered 
educational facilities. That 
commitment extends to every detail 
of the campuses where students, 
faculty, and associates spend 
many hours. From the classroom 
and clinical facilities to skills and 
computer labs, each campus 
provides an advanced, interactive, 
and dynamic learning environment.
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UNIVERSITY PHILANTHROPY

Leading 
through
giving.
West Coast University is committed 
not only to the education of 
students, but to the health of the 
communities where our campuses 
are located and beyond. We support 
numerous charitable and community 
causes from hospital foundations 
to education programs for at-
risk children to recuperative care 
programs for homeless patients 
and more. The following are 
examples of some of the community 
organizations West Coast University 
has supported.
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HASC

Hospital Association of Southern California represents hospitals across six 
counties including Los Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino, with the goal 
of helping to improve the quality and accessibility of health services. 

California Institute for Nursing and Health Care (CINHC)

A statewide non-profit organization, CINHC develops solutions to the 
nursing shortage by partnering with nurse leaders, educators, providers, 
payers, policy leaders, and consumers to transform the capacity of nursing 
to meet California’s evolving health needs.

Ronald McDonald House Charities

WCU supports the Ronald McDonald House program, which provides a 
“home-away-from-home” for families with children who are hospitalized. 
The program allows parents to be close by when their child is undergoing 
treatment for serious illness.

Youth Expo-Vital Link

Vital Link’s mission is to be the link between business and education to 
prepare students for a successful transition to a meaningful career. The 
connection between Vital Link and WCU provides quality, relevant and 
meaningful information to all students to help them choose their career. 

The Children’s Educational Foundation

A charitable non-profit organization that provides a variety of educational 
services to the children and parents of needy families, the Children’s 
Educational Foundation runs an annual “Gift of History” educational 
program for Orange County’s 3rd graders, a program which WCU 
supports. The organization is active in helping to meet the needs of
the poor, both locally and internationally.
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KidWorks

KidWorks is serving almost 400 students and their families in Santa Ana, developing leaders who want to make a 
difference in their community. Though sponsoring their annual Foundation for Success luncheon, WCU supports 
KidWorks’ vision for these young leaders, who hope to eventually transform and restore their community.

The Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles

The Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County (CCALA) and its members share a common mission of 
supporting and expanding access to quality, comprehensive health care for every individual. WCU, too, shares this 
mission, and has sponsored the CCALAC’s annual health care symposium.

California Nursing Students’ Association

The California Nursing Students’ Association, a constituent of the National Student Nurses’ Association (NSNA), is 
composed of over 4,500 members who are committed in seeking optimal educational, developmental, and professional 
growth within today’s various healthcare settings. WCU has three CNSA chapters throughout its California campuses.

United Cerebral Palsy

When a child is diagnosed with a disability, the entire family is changed and must adapt. Parents and siblings often 
experience strong emotional responses that should be addressed in productive, helpful ways. United Cerebral Palsy 
offers many special programs and services to meet the needs of children with special needs, their parents and the entire 
family. WCU supports its Orange County branch.

National League for Nursing

Dedicated to excellence in nursing education, the National League for Nursing is the preferred membership organization 
for nurse faculty and leaders in nursing education. NLN members include nurse educators, education agencies, health 
care agencies, and interested members of the public. WCU has sponsored its Education Summit.

Association of California Nurse Leaders

Created and embraced by nurse leaders, ACNL positions nurse leaders to influence the future of health care.

Freedom Dogs

The University supports a unique program called Freedom Dogs which pairs a specialty service dog and trainer team 
with wounded members of the military returning from armed conflict. Many of these servicemen and women suffer from 
PTSD and have difficulty with the activities of daily living. The teams help reintegrate them back into mainstream life.

THINK Together

THINK (Teaching, Helping, Inspiring & Nurturing Kids) Together is one of the nation’s leading nonprofit providers of 
extended learning time programs (after-school, small group tutoring, summer learning, and early literacy). Working with 
parents, teachers, school administrators and volunteers, THINK Together serves at-risk and low-income students across 
California to help students and local schools close the academic achievement gap.

Stephen’s Hope for Children

Steven’s Hope for Children, Inc. is a non-profit children’s charity in Upland, California created to enhance the lives of 
families of seriously ill or injured children by providing housing and other essential needs during the child’s extended 
treatment and care. Through its three programs, “Housing for Hope,” “Fill A Need” and “We Care,” Steven’s Hope has 
been lessening the burdens of families from California, and across the United States and the world.

Los Barrios Unidos Community Clinic

LBUCC has been serving Dallas’ population for nearly 40 years, serving 68,000 patient each year, and turning no one 
down for their inability to pay. A Federally-funded community center, Los Barrios Unidos is renowned for their quality 
comprehensive care and bilingual staff who speak both Spanish and English. LBUCC provides primary care services 
that include pediatrics, prenatal care, adult care, mental health care, dental care for children, WIC services and other 
supportive services.



EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Executive Chairman of the Board      
David A. Pyle

For more than three decades, David A. Pyle has been an innovator in the private, 
postsecondary education community. As Executive Chairman of the Board, he has 
guided West Coast University to becoming a leader in quality health care education, 
serving thousands of students looking to better their lives and the lives of others with 
training in health care professions. Under his leadership, the University expanded its 
focus to the current accredited programs, offering Bachelor of Science in Nursing and 
Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene degrees, as well as Master of Science in Nursing 
and Health Care Management degrees. 

University President    
Barry T. Ryan, JD, PhD

Dr. Ryan has had a diverse career in higher education, serving as both a faculty 
member and administrator.  For over a decade he taught both history and law in 
public and private university settings. A tenured professor in both disciplines, Dr. 
Ryan is the recipient of numerous outstanding teaching awards.  Prior to joining West 
Coast University in June of 2009, Dr. Ryan held the position of President, Provost, 
Vice President, and Dean at universities on both the East and West coasts. Dr. Ryan 
also served as the United States Supreme Court Judicial Fellow under former Chief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist.

University Provost     
Jeb B. Egbert, EdD

As the Provost for West Coast University since 2009, Dr. Egbert is responsible for the 
oversight of academic programs, practices, policies and procedures of the University. 
He has a special interest in student learning and related assessment activities to enable 
the University to achieve continuous improvement. Dr. Egbert spent nearly 20 years at 
traditional private institutions, serving in a variety of roles including Director of Career 
Services, Dean of Student Affairs, Assistant to the President, and Chief Financial Officer. 

Vice President of Operations
Dawn Werling, MAc

Ms. Werling’s career with West Coast University began in 2007 where, as the 
Executive Director, she launched the inaugural class of nursing students at the Orange 
County campus. In January 2011, she transitioned to her current role as Vice President 
of Operations responsible for operational oversight of all University campuses.  
Ms. Werling has over 25 years of experience in education, management, and 
operations, having worked in settings including proprietary education, the military, 
government, and retail sales. 
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Visionary Leadership

The dynamic Executive 
Chairman of the West 
Coast University Board of 
Trustees, David A. Pyle, 
has established West Coast 
University as a leader in 
the field of health care 
education. Under his 
passionate direction, West 
Coast University continues 
to invest in advanced 
campus facilities and expand 
the university’s offerings of 
accredited degree programs.

ABOUT US

Our singular focus is 
educating health care 
professionals. 

Academic Excellence

West Coast University is regionally accredited by the Accrediting 
Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC).1 Our BSN program is approved by the 
California Board of Registered Nursing and the Texas Board of Nursing. 
WCU’s Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program is accredited by the 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE).2 Our dental hygiene 
program is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA)3

of the American Dental Association in California.

Top Caliber Faculty

West Coast University’s experienced faculty includes distinguished clinical 
experts, nurse practitioners, dental hygienists, dentists, and health care 
professionals from a wide range of medical specialties, all with strong ties 
to clinical sites and a commitment to helping students succeed and thrive.

Student-Centric Focus

Believing that our students are the heart and soul of the University, we seek 
to create a positive learning experience for every student. We offer a wide 
variety of student resources and support services from study workshops to 
volunteer opportunities to career planning.

WCU is one of the largest educators 
of nurses in the state of California.

In 1909, West Coast University opened its doors in 
Los Angeles as a small ophthalmology school, with 
instruction conducted from a single classroom. Over 
the past century, the University has steadily grown 
and evolved into a leading institution of health care 
education, with a student body that’s over 3,000 
strong. 

Across our four campuses in Southern California 
and Dallas, Texas, we offer undergraduate degrees 
in nursing and dental hygiene, and graduate degrees 
in nursing and health care management. Our Orange 
County campus offers one of only four Bachelor of 
Science Degrees in Dental Hygiene in all of California.
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1 (WASC) 985 Atlantic Avenue, #100, Alameda, CA 94501, 510-748-9001, www.wascsenior.org
2 (CCNE) One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 530, Washington, DC 20036, 202-887-6791, 
   www.aacn.nche.edu/CCNE/reports/accprog.asp
3 (CODA) The program in dental hygiene is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation 

(CODA) of the American Dental Association. The Commission is a specialized accrediting body 
recognized by the United States Department of Education. The Commission on Dental Accreditation 
can be contacted at: 312-440-4653 or at 211 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611.
The Commission’s web address is: http://www.ada.org/100.aspx



Real world 
training 
without the 
risk.

ADVANCED FACILITIES

Individual 
learning 
time for 
every student.
The University’s Dental Hygiene Clinic is 
an invaluable community resource where 
adults, children, adolescents, special needs 
and geriatric patients are all welcome. 
Under the supervision of a dentist, students 
provide no-cost dental hygiene services to 
patients who may not have the means to visit 
a private practice dental facility for dental 
hygiene preventative and therapeutic care. 
The clinic’s 30 dental chairs and 10 x-ray units 
provide patients with excellent care, and at 
the same time give students the opportunity 
to practice the full range of dental hygiene 
services and related patient care, first-hand.

Nursing Simulation Centers at each campus 
provide students practical nursing experience 
without risk to a patient. The Simulation Center 
uses high-fidelity mannequins which mimic 
human responses, and current health care 
technology in realistic patient care settings. 
During simulation sessions, nursing students 
have the opportunity to practice independent 
problem solving in situations that are true to life, 
from the routine to the emergent.  

Dental Hygiene Clinic Nursing Simulation Centers
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West Coast University’s 

faculty is comprised of 

clinical experts, nursing 

scholars, and health care 

professionals - all with 

strong ties to local health 

care affiliates. WCU is 

led by an experienced 

and passionate 

executive team.

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates are equipped for nursing positions 
across a wide spectrum of interests including pediatrics, medical-surgical 
nursing, gerontology, psychiatric/mental health, community health, and 
home care nursing.

Registered Nurse to Bachelor of Science in Nursing (RN to BSN)

Tailored to the working RN, each class in this program is taught in a ten-
week span, allowing the working RN to focus on fewer subjects at a time and 
gain a deeper understating of the material. Courses focus on the skills and 
experiences nurses bring to the educational setting.

Licensed Vocational Nurse to Bachelor of Science in Nursing (LVN to BSN)

West Coast University’s LVN to BSN program includes required general 
education coursework as well as nursing courses designed to develop 
leadership and management skills for the nursing professional.

Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene (BSDH)

West Coast University’s Orange County campus is home to our dental 
hygiene program, which has received accreditation by the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation (CODA)* of the American Dental Association. It is the 
first CODA-approved Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene degree program 
in Orange County and one of only four in California.

UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS

Educational Programs

Graduate Programs

Master of Science in Health Care Management (MSHCM)

West Coast University’s four-semester Master of Science Degree in Health 
Care Management program has been carefully designed to meet the 
core competencies established by the largest organization of health care 
professionals, the American College of Health Care Executives. 

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)

West Coast University offers advanced degree options to provide 
nursing students the foundation to achieve their professional goals.  

Our MSN program prepares nurses to build on their nursing experience and 
enhance their careers to prepare for administrative, practical and teaching 
roles. We offer five nursing tracks based on guidance taken from the 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing’s (AACN) Master’s Essentials. 
These include Generalist, Nurse Educator Role, Clinical Nurse Leader, Family 
Nurse Practitioner and Strategic Innovation Management.

*(CODA) The program in dental hygiene is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) of the
American Dental Association. The Commission is a specialized accrediting body recognized by the United States
Department of Education. The Commission on Dental Accreditation can be contacted at: 312-440-4653 or at
211 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611. The Commission’s web address is: http://www.ada.org/100.aspx
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